Autobiographical Elements In Arundhati Roy's The God Of Small Things
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Abstract:
Arundhati Roy is one of the most outstanding Indian novelists writing in English. She has been so much in the news recently. Her only novel "The God of Small Things' made her famous all over the world. It is beyond doubt that her Booker prize-winning novel 'The God of Small Things' has opened the doors of the world for her. 
	It is said that God obviously had bigger things in mind for Arundhati
Roy. She is really lucky to win the Commonwealth's top fiction award. She is perhaps the first Indian citizen to win the Booker prize. She was modest about her victory, saying: "There is no such things as a perfect book. If there had been five different judges, there might have been another winner. It is as much luck as worthiness."


	The non-descript village Ayemenem, which provides the setting for Arundhati Roy's novel, is actually a literary "plain Jane' Those seeking the rich colours of Ayemenem in Ayemenem should realize that it is the style and imagination of the writer which constructs the mystique. 
	The plot of "The God of Small Things', is very interesting. The story is based on the matter of bringing up children which is a challenging task. The period of time is 1969. The place Ayemenem is in Kerala State of India. The novel throws light on the early life of the novelist. In fact Arundhati Roy's early life was full of struggle. She is the lady whose life has passed through various ups and downs.
	 "The God of Small Things' is an autobiographical type of novel. The character of Ammu in the novel represents Mrs. Mary Roy Arundhati Roy's mother Ammu is a South Indian lady. She has married a Bengali man with Roy surname. Thus, both Ammu and her husband belong to two different states; there is so much cultural difference between husband and wife. It results into several problems. Their marriage life is full of conflicts. Ammu is not happy at all. Her husband gives her a divorce. Then she is overburdened with the responsibility of bringing up two children. Ammu's struggle for her dear children education and livelihood touches our hearts.


	The story of "The God of Small Things' resembles Arundhati Roy's personal life in many ways. Her mother was very poor. But she studies in Delhi. She got scholarship and went to Italy. She got education after facing so many hardships.

	Thus, the author grew up in Kerala, born to a Syrian Christian mother and a Bengali father and lived at her uncle's pickle factory. She texture is autobiographical, the incidents are not. At the age of eighteen she left home and went to Delhi to study architecture, where she met her husband and appeared in her first film, Massey Sahib. Since then she has written film-scripts herself, but she describes her novel as being internationally a "Stubbornly visual but unfilmable book.

	Arundhati Roy said that she had written 'The God of Small Things over four years, sitting down in front of her Mackintosh regularly each morning, and in secret; she didn't even tell her husband that she dislike re-writing. She says, "Writing is a very instinctive thing for me. I find as I write I get worse and worse”
	Arundhati Roy reveals a child's vision of the adult world in this novel, she herself being an "Unprotected child in some ways". She has confessed the same thing in one of her interviews. Her frankness as a narrator adds a lot to the charm of the novel.

	The thirty-seven years old author's debut novel, which in her words is "trying to make the connections between the very smallest of things and the very biggest of things," makes her the first Indian citizen wins the Booker. It is certainly an autobiographical novel. It projects the writer's own life through Ammu's character. The autobiographical touches are definitely traced in setting, of the novel characterization etc. In brief, the novel is full of autobiographical elements.

	 Arundhati Roy has stunned the literary world by winning the Booker prize for the novel The God of small Things', which can be described a "wondrous creation' for a first novel. Praise been heaped the book from several quarters and for several aspects of brilliance in the book. So many Indian Writers and critics have expressed their opinions on "The God of Small Things'. The bestselling author Sobha De observes "Not even Vikram Seth came close to doing what Ms. Roy accomplished. The success of The God of Small Things appears to be a freak thing." Khushwant Singh, an eminent writer and noted journalist admits very frankly Money wise; she has surpassed everybody, even though Midnight's Children and A suitable Boy were both widely translated." Khushwant Singh, who reminds us that he too has won awards abroad, however, believes that Seth and Rushdie are definitely comparable to Roy, at least in terms of the prestige that the authors have won abroad. "Moneywise, she has achieved more than anyone else," he says.


	"But Midnight's Children and A suitable Boy were both translated into many languages like Roy's book." Things will be made available in 22 languages, including Japanese and The German and Norwegian editions are already out a accounts the sale of 70,000 copies.


	M. Krishnan Nair, an eminent literary critic, rightly remarks, "Roy has universalised Ayemenem, like Gabriel G. Marquez's Mocondo and R.K. Narayan's Malgudi." Commenting upon the unique success of Arundhati Roy at a very young age, Kamala Das says, "She is lucky. We are not. But she is our child and we wish her well. We are very happy for her. Because she is young to enjoy it.  “In short it picks the brains of literary chieftains to understand the commercial and critical success of Arundhati Roy's maiden novel. Actually speaking The God of Small Things was vividly etched on the vast canvas of memory, most of which cantered around Arundhati Roy's childhood in a Kerala village.
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