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 Abstract:
Leading an isolated life from the mainstream of modern civilization, the Kandhs of Odisha are lamentably the most backward class in the State. Their social and economic life is peculiar, compared to those of the tribe elsewhere. Peculiar still are their marriage customs, festivals, religious rites and rituals which might exhibit to the world the distinct nature of their life.
	Kandhs of Odisha are extremely conservative, ignorant and superstitious. Their socio religious susceptibilities are deep and peculiar. Their religion is essentially one of blood. Their pantheon consisted of eighty four deities of whom Tari Penu or the Earth-Goddess was supreme. “She was the supreme deity of the race, the solemn symbol of the productivity of nature and her worship united the whole Kandh race by a nexus of blood into a race.” The Kandhs had deep reverence for this deity and had been worshipping her since time immemorial. Prior to the first half of the nineteenth century they were sacrificing human beings known as meriah before the earth goddesses to ensure immunity from diseases, natural calamities and to get good crops. But after the suppression of the meriah sacrifice by the British Government in the 40’s of the nineteenth century the Kandhs now substitute buffalos in place of human beings.*
	Kedu Sacrifice or Buffalo sacrifice is by far the most important festival of the Kandhs of Odisha. The earth or Dharani as they called it, was worshipped as their supreme deity every year with animal sacrifices so that there might be peace and prosperity in the village.1 
	The great buffalo sacrifice (Kedu laka) was an occasional offering made to the earth-goddess in order to avoid disasters, to ensure the fertility of the soil and to secure the general prosperity of the people. Special objects, such as the reclamation of forest land, the establishing of a new village and some times, the success of some  private or domestic business, demanded the performance of this rite, which was looked upon as one of national importance and as an essential and sacred duty.2
	This sacrifice was a survival of the terrible Meriah or human sacrifice, which had been going on for generation among these wild people, till it was suppressed by Sir J. Campbell and Major Macpherson.3 Since the banning of human sacrifice, the Kandhs has been sacrificing buffaloes instead of human beings.4
	To put an end to this cruel Meriah Sacrifice and to suppress the Kandh rising of Boud and Ghumusar which broke out under the leadership of Chakra Bisoyi, ‘the champion of the Meriah’,5 the then British officers persuaded the Khonds to substitute buffaloes for human victims.6 Since then the Kandhs felt inclined towards the buffalo sacrifice as it was akin to ‘meriah’ the human sacrifice.7
	The buffalo sacrifice took the place of the human sacrifice which was suppressed in the 19th century. While performing the sacrifice, the Kandhs apologised to the deity for not being able to offer a human victim in view of the prohibition imposed by Lieutenant Colonel Campbell and Captain Macpherson popularly known as Kyamal Makmel Sahib. The Kondhs still regarded human sacrifice as the proper method of propitiating their gods, and the buffalo sacrifice as a less effective substitute.8
	This festival was usually held on last Sunday or Tuesday of ‘Pausha’ or ‘Chaitra’. It varied from place to place. Among the Kandhs of Kalahandi it was usually held on last Sunday of Pausha whereas the Kandhs of Koraput and Baudh-Kandhamal held it on all the Tuesdays of Chaitra. The Kondhsof Kalahandi called it Taki Parab. It was known as Chaiti Parab in Khond tracts of Koraput whereas this festival was called as Kendhu Parab among the Khonds of Boudh-Kandhmal.9
	A male buffalo was arranged for sacrifice. After a male buffalo took birth it was left as an wandering beast. For this purpose many buffaloes were kept wandering, grazing on crops without any restriction. But only one buffalo was sacrificed in a year for one mutha (a group village comprising 4 to 5).10
	Sacrifice were inaugurated and arranged year after year by the Jani, who was a descendant of the founder of the village and one of the joint owners of the land. He used to fix the date on which the worship was to be held. When the date of sacrifice was decided upon, invitation was sent to all the members of the community of the neighbouring villages in this region often combined to perform this Parab.11
	There were specified places of worship in each village. The place of sacrifice is about five furlongs to the west of the village at the foot of a hill and was marked by a heap of small boulders. In some areas the sacrificial post was selected by the Jani is collaboration with some Kandhs. After constant searching the forest, they were choosing a tree which should be a healthy one without any hallow or deformity wherein no birds should have built their nests.12 On the proceeding day of the ceremony the houses were cleaned and clothes washed. On that day the villagers used to eat cakes and mutton curry. Wear new clothes and proceed to the village of worship beating drum and carrying weapons. This is very marching of the villagers through dense forests was really heart-touching. The residents of the bost village fed them till the end of the festival. On the morning of the ceremonial day the buffalo arranged for the sacrifice was put to intoxication and taken from door to door by the Jani (Priest) with Kands in his company. During this journey the housewives felicitated the buffalo with lighted earthen lamps and incense and offered food on plates. The animal was finally brought to the gudi (altar) accompanied by a band of musicians beating drums and Mukhabina.13
	The gudi cleaned with cow dung and a strong wooden post was planted on the middle of it. A red flag was hoisted on a long bamboo which was attached to it. The animal was chained to the pole with a strong rope. The Kandh from both the sexes fully drunk, danced wildly round it with brandished knives.14
	The housewives bathed the buffalo with turmeric on the gudi and garlanded it and marked with kumkum and sandal on its forehead. Then the Jani started his worship with kui slokas with the beating of drums. The buffalo tried to escape in fear, in this juncture the Jani fist cut of his small piece of flesh from the back of the head of the animal and buried it at the shrine of the goddess.15 As soon as he was giving the signal a number of Kandh people rushed towards the animal with knives and cut the flesh from the body of the living animal leaving the head. The desire for the piece of flesh was so great that the men staggering under the influence of liquor, did not bother about personal injuries as they thrust their knives into the living animal.  Every piece of flesh was quickly removed and the skeleton was left in the place of worship. They were carrying away the flesh in great haste and buried with much care on the boundaries of the villages and the plots of the respective tenants.16 To be efficacious, the flesh must be buried before the sun set on the day of the sacrifice, and to ensure this, it was sometimes forwarded by relays of men. Soon the sacred grave, so lately a scene of tumult became silent and deserted except for a few people who remained to guard all that was left of the buffalo, to wit, the unmutilated head, the bones and the stomach, which were burned with ceremony at the foot of the state or buried in the bloody pit.17 The innovations were the same as those which used to be made at the human sacrifice.18 
	In the afternoon the villagers used to kill sheep, goats and hens and entertain all the Kandh people of the neighbouring villages. The married men and women and the old persons returned to their villages after the feast. But the young men and women stayed on to take part in the community dance, the highlight of the occasion. They drink and danced throughout the night with full of sexual allusions to the beat of drums.19
	The Kedu or Buffalo sacrifice of the Kandh agency was one which the patro attended invariably and got a mamol which varied from place. In Mahasingi, Balliguda and Belghar the Mamool was Rs. 2 whereas in Mundighar, Barkhoma and Tumbudibandh was Re.1.20
	The flesh of the sacrificial buffalo was held sacred and was preserved in every household for use as a cure for various diseases. A small portion of flesh was buried in the fields in the belief that the ‘dharani debata’ would be pleased and grant bountiful crops. Some families buried the flesh under the floor where the cooking poets were kept in the belief that it ensured a steady of food for the household.21
	Despite the impact of modernisation, this barbarous practice is still going on among the Khonds of South Odisha. So another Mecpherson or Campbell should come forward to put an end to this cruel practice as it had been done in case of Meriah.
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